
14        CALIFORNIA THOROUGHBRED   ❙   July 2017  ❙   www.ctba.com

In Memoriam

M
adeline and Harris Auerbach 
will miss the drives to Har-
ris Farms. Te outings had 

become a regular ritual, a way for 
mother and son to spend time with 
their favorite horse.

Unusual Heat became an integral part 
of their lives, far beyond his leading sire 
statistics, the scores of brilliant runners he 
produced, and his legacy as an outstand-
ing broodmare sire. Te Auerbachs will 
remember all of that, of course, but what 
sticks with them is the horse’s exuberant 
personality.

“Te thing I’ll miss the most, in the last 
15 years of our lives, is going to see him a 
minimum of once a month,” said Harris 
Auerbach. “You meet special beings, and 
they have a special charisma about them. 

“Unusual Heat always gave us a big 
greeting—‘come be with me.’ He was al-
ways showing of. Every time he’d see us, 
he’d jump in the air, pirouette, roll around, 
come over for carrots. He was always glad 
and excited to see us. He always had a 
twinkle in his eye.”

When Unusual Heat died May 17 of 
complications from arthritis-induced 
laminitis at age 27, California lost a pow-
erhouse stallion. Leading California sire 
for six straight years, Unusual Heat is even 

now in the midst of an incredible string of 
turf-sire titles: 13 at last count and still in 
front for 2017.

Perhaps even more importantly, Un-
usual Heat is responsible for many former 
racehorses getting loving homes as they 
move onto second careers. 

With Unusual Heat’s success, Madeline 
Auerbach became more involved in racing 
and began looking for ways to serve the 
industry. As a board member of the Tor-
oughbred Owners of California and with 
TOC’s support and the guidance of John 
Amerman, then a California Horse Racing 
Board commissioner, she spearheaded the 
formation of the California Retirement 
Management Account. CARMA has 
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P
H

O
T

O
S
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S
Y

 H
A

R
R

IS
 A

U
E

R
B

A
C

H
BY TRACY GANTZ 

http://www.ctba.com


www.ctba.com  ❙   July 2017   ❙   CALIFORNIA THOROUGHBRED        15

raised more than $5 million and allocated 
resources to a wide variety of organizations 
that help fnd the right second careers for 
California racehorses.

Te story of Unusual Heat began well 
before the Auerbachs became involved. 
John T.L. Jones Jr., who oversaw Nureyev’s 
brilliant sire career, bred the Glacial mare 
Rossard to Nureyev to get Unusual Heat. 
Rossard brought her own credentials to 
the match as a Swedish Horse of the Year 

and champion 3-year-old flly as well as 
champion 3-year-old flly in her native 
Denmark.

Te pedigree made Unusual Heat an at-
tractive sale prospect. He sold for $250,000 
at the 1992 Barretts March 2-year-old sale, 
equal to the fourth-highest price. 

Unusual Heat left California for Eu-
rope, where he carved out a decent career 
winning three stakes and placing in two 
others, including a group 3. He spent his 

fnal year of racing, 1996, back in Califor-
nia, and in his fourth California start, June 
10, 1996, he competed in and won the 
most important race of his career.

True, it was an $80,000 claiming event, 
but one that would reverberate through-
out the California breeding industry. 
Trainer Barry Abrams put in a claim for 
Unusual Heat on behalf of a partnership 
that consisted of James Auerbach (Made-
line’s husband and Harris’ father), Barry 

Harris Auerbach and his family visited Unusual Heat regularly 
at Harris Farms, where the leading sire was pensioned

Unusual Heat is responsible for founding CARMA, which raises 
funds to help retired racehorses fnd the right second career

Harris Auerbach was smitten with Unusual Heat’s charisma, personality, 
and “twinkle in his eye”

Owner Madeline Auerbach showers some affection on her carrot-loving 
pensioner Unusual Heat
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and David Abrams, Andy Hillas’ Team 
Green, and Russell Wolkof. Tey won a 
shake for him, beating out trainer Mike 
Mitchell.

In later years Mitchell often told the sto-
ry on himself, freely admitting that had he 
won the shake, he’d have gelded Unusual 
Heat. It was a strategy that had paid of 
for Mitchell many times with other horses.

Instead, Abrams kept Unusual Heat as 
an entire horse and pointed him for the 
Shoemaker Breeders’ Cup Mile Stakes 
(G2T).

“I remember being very excited about 
that and actually being at the Shoemak-
er Mile at Hollywood Park,” said Harris  
Auerbach.

Unusual Heat ran a decent sixth, and a 
couple of weeks later, Abrams ran him in a 
$125,000 claiming event. Te horse won 
as the 11-10 favorite, but came out of the 
race with an injury that ended his racing 
career with earnings of $142,605.

Initially, Abrams and the ownership 
group tried to sell Unusual Heat to the 
Southern Hemisphere as a stallion pros-
pect. Because Unusual Heat had not won 
a graded stakes, no one stepped up to buy 
him, a mistake perhaps more than a few 
breeders in that half of the world now re-
gret.

Tus, Unusual Heat began his stud 
career in California, initially standing pri-
marily to mares owned by the partners. 
Unusual Heat stood at three diferent 
farms—frst at Walter Greenman’s farm in 
Hemet, then for many years at Old En-
glish Rancho, before completing his career at Harris Farms.

“He was one of a kind,” said Abrams. “Nobody knew he was 
going to be a stallion like that.”

James Auerbach died without getting a chance to see any 
of Unusual Heat’s foals. Madeline and Harris managed the 
horse’s stud career and eventually bought out Hillas and 
Wolkof’s interest.

“My parents weren’t breeders at the time,” said Harris Auer-
bach. “Tey had dabbled a bit. He was bred to 15 mares that frst 
year. Twelve made it to the races, and 11 of them were winners.”

Many won their frst time out, and the Auerbachs had Unusu-
al Heat’s frst starter and winner, Frankie Eyelashes. Tey named 
her for James’ good friend Frank Regina.

“She won at Del Mar (in 2001), and I remember that day viv-
idly,” said Harris Auerbach. “My mom and I drove down for the 
day. We had lunch in the clubhouse terrace with the real Frankie 
Eyelashes, who was a onetime bodyguard for Frank Sinatra. He 
was a real character.

“Barry had done everything to make sure the preparations 
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Dave McGlothlin, general manager of Harris Farms’ horse division, 
where Unusual Heat stood at stud for his fnal years

UNUSUAL HEAT SIRE STATISTICS
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n All-time leading California  
sire by total progeny earnings  
with more than $54.5 million 
(more than $53 million  
by California-breds)

n 2008-13 leading sire of  
California-conceived foals  
by earnings

n 2004-16 leading sire  
of California-conceived foals  
by turf earnings

n 54 stakes winners
n Sire of millionaires  

Acclamation, The Usual Q.T., 
and Unusual Suspect

n 5 Breeders’ Cup starters
n 157 earners of $100,000 or more
n $95,500 average earnings  

per starter
n Broodmare sire of grade 1 winners 

Masochistic and Spanish Queen
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were perfect. He hadn’t thought of one thing. Tey gave her a white lead pony. 
She’d never seen a white horse, and she was a bit of a hothead. She freaked out.”

Te race worked out much better. As Auerbach remembers it, “it looked like 
the Red Sea parted, and Joey Steiner took her through the hole and she won.”

Unusual Heat wasn’t an instant success—he didn’t lead the California sire list 
for the frst time until 2008. But the winners kept coming, and at all levels. And 
when he did lead the sire list, it was with a record $5,827,513.

“Te thing that is so amazing to us is how blue-collar he is,” said Harris 
Auerbach. “Te most amazing statistic is the number of runners of $100,000—

157 from only 570 starters. 
Eighty-one of them have 
earned over $200,000.”

Te accompanying tables 
ofer a glimpse into Unusual 
Heat’s outstanding sire ca-
reer. His ofspring reached 
some of racing’s highest pin-
nacles. Acclamation won an 
Eclipse Award as the cham-
pion older male of 2011 and 
was twice California-bred 
Horse of the Year, in 2011-
12. Unusual Heat has sired 
the winners of 15 Cal-bred 
championships.

Acclamation is one of Un-
usual Heat’s sons now at stud, 
and Unusual Heat’s daugh-
ters are also proving excellent 
producers. Unusual Heat is 
the broodmare sire of grade 1 
winners Spanish Queen and 
Masochistic, grade 2 winner 
Frank Conversation, Japa-
nese grade 2 winner Albert 
Dock, and current graded 
winner Big Score.

As Unusual Heat excelled 
as a sire, it was almost as if 
he knew of his reputation. 
Other stallions at the farms 
usually made no impression 
on him, until he encountered 
another major California 
stallion, Cee’s Tizzy.

“He was always very secure in himself,” said Harris Auerbach. “When we 
moved to Harris, Cee’s Tizzy was still alive. Originally, they put Unusual Heat 
next to Cee’s Tizzy.”

For months Cee’s Tizzy and Unusual Heat ran the fence against each other, as 
if to establish which one was the alpha stallion.

Te Auerbachs pensioned Unusual Heat last year, but he has several crops yet 
to complete their racing careers. He already is the all-time leading California sire 
by progeny earnings, and his sire record will continue to grow.

“I will miss him sorely,” said Madeline Auerbach. “He has been part of my 
family and life for the last 20 years. Being a part of him is a gift and a blessing 
that cannot be replicated.” 
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  I will miss him sorely. He has  
been part of my family and life  
for the last 20 years. Being a part  
of him is a gift and a blessing that 
cannot be replicated.” 

— Madeline Auerbach

UNUSUAL HEAT’S  

CHAMPIONS

Acclamation (above) 
n 2011 Eclipse Award champion 

older male
n 2011-12 California-bred  

Horse of the Year
n 2011-12 California-bred champion 

older male
n 2011-12 California-bred champion 

turf horse

The Usual Q.T.

n 2009 California-bred champion 
3-year-old male

n 2010 California-bred champion 
older male

n 2010 California-bred champion  
turf horse

Lethal Heat

n 2008 California-bred champion 
3-year-old female

n 2009 California bred champion 
older female

Burns

n 2011 California-bred champion 
3-year-old male

Gervinho

n 2013 California-bred champion 
3-year-old male

Pacifc Heat

n 2015 California-bred champion 
2-year-old female

Unusual Heatwave (below)
n 2012 California-bred champion 

3-year-old male
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